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The Danish Language Councill

Foundedin 1955
in the wake of the Orthography Reform in 1948

Sprognbvns| oV eat of the DD Langudgd dduBcil)

defines the main tasks and the organisation of the council

Sprognbvnsbekendt gRBrelsen, 1997/ 2

(Legal notice of the Ministry of Culture on the Danish Language Council)

defines the principles for Danish orthography, the procedures for changing it,
and the membership of the council



_‘_ oee
3

o 1
retslege 50, -
retslaegerdd s

\;eguréd b
retsleerd a
retsles adf., -

The Danish Language Councill

Danish Language Council (Danish Ministry of Culture)

- monitor the development of the Danish language
- provide the orthographic standard for schools and public institutions
- give advice on language use in private and public institutions

Nordic Language Coordination (Nordic Council of Ministers)

- coordinate research, teaching and information initiatives

- strengthen the mutual understanding in the Nordic countries via the three
Scandinavian languages Danish, Norwegian and Swedish



Main tasks of the Danish Language Councill

Monitor the development of Danish

collect examples of new words and word usages

track changes in orthography, morphology, syntax and semantics
research projects on new developments in the language

contrastive studies with other languages, especially Scandinavian
languages

To o Io Po

Produce the official dictionary of Danish orthography

Give advice and information about the Danish Language

A answer questions from the public and the authorities about the structure
and usage of Danish

publish writings about Danish (includi.
sites)

A
A provide information on language issues in newspapers, radio and TV
A cooperate with terminologists, lexicographers, and others


http://www.sproget.dk/

Nordic language policy

A the Nordic |l anguages as well as Eng
science

A publishing scientific results in on
highly regarded as publishing in English

A courses in scientific terminology a

English and in one of the Nordic languages

A universities and other places of hi
term strategies for the choice of languages, language parallelism
language training and translation

A the Nordic terminology institutions
terminology in the emerging domains
A companies and industrial organisat.

strategies for language parallelism

AMT-systems and multilingual search engines for the Nordic languages
must be developed
Nordic declaration on language policy (2006)



The structure

Danish Language Council

Representatives (43)

T

Board (7)

« | Task f9rés N

Director
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Why standardize?

Orthographic standards have been developed to
- facilitate reading

- facilitate writing

- facilitate teaching of reading and writing skills

- facilitate communication & avoid misunderstandings
- support the national language

- facilitate communication and information retrieval in electronic media



Development of Danish orthography

1739: The first official act on Danish orthography (King Christian VI)
1872: Sven Grundtvig: DanskH = n d o r. (Ghidegook to Danish).
The first official spelling dictionary

Orthographical dictionaries by Dansk Spr ogn bv n

1955: Retskrivningsordbog. The fourth official spelling dictionary (codifying the reform
of 1948)

1986: Retskrivningsordbogen, 1. edition. The fifth official spelling dictionary
1996: Retskrivningsordbogen, 2. edition.
2001: Retskrivningsordbogen, 3. edition.

New dictionary will be released in November 2012 .(The sixth - not just a 4. edition)



Retskrivningsordbogen 2001
(The Orthographical Dictionary)

A Available as a book, on cd, and on the internet

A Approx. 64.000 words:
A broad (~full) coverage of common simplex words in the
standard variety of Danish

A compounds whose meaning cannot be derived from the
meaning of the components only if they are very common
or may cause special problems; similarly derived words

A common abbreviations
(special dictionary of recommended abbreviations:

Rigtigt kort )
A orthographical guidelines



Retskrivningsordbogen 2012

A
A

revision of the vocabulary and orthographical guidelines
(decisions about new words and obsolete words from scratch)

extended information about word meanings
(now almost exclusively for keeping homographs apart)

full information about inflexion at the word entry

(now some informationin the guidelines for the use of the
dictionary , some in the orthographical guidelines, and some at
the entry)

iInformation about word division at the entry
(now only in the orthographical guidelines)

no radical changesin the spelling



2001 vs. 2012

2001
attakere vb., -ede.

2012
at nt a wlk,erm 1des -t (angribe).

attakerer (pres.)
attakerede (pret.)
attakeret (perf.)
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Principles for Danish orthography
Two official principles (as laid down in the legal notice):

A The tradition principle
A The usage principle

Other important principles:

A The phonetic principle, common to all alphabetic writing systems
A The principle of sign constancy
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The tradition principle

Words and word forms are written in accordance with the practice laid down in
the legal notice on orthography from 1892, and expressed in the dictionaries of
the Danish Language Council since 1955

This means that

A the spelling of words is fixed, except for changes that follow from the usage
principle, i.e. words are to be spelled the way they used to be spelled

A loan words that have become common in Danish are written in accordance
with the rules for originally Danish words and older loans (mainly words of
Greek, Latin and French origin).

A Words from other languages are usually written as in the language of origin,
notably English
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The usage principle

Words and word forms are written in accordance with with the practice followed
in the written usage of competent language users.

Problem: How does one determine who is a competent language user?
The use of corpora (collections of texts):

Korpus 2000/ Korpus 90 (http://korpus.dsl.dk ) - 36.000.000 words each

Infomedia 820 mio. articles from newspapers and magazines;
since about 1985

The Web as acorpus
Corpus collection via local initiatives and DK -CLARIN

o Do Do Do


http://korpus.dsl.dk/
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Other principles

A The phonetic principle

A the principle that one letter corresponds to one phoneme (or language sound),
common to all alphabetic writing systems

A Danish orthography is quite O0deepé in this
between the orthographical tradition and the development of Danish pronunciation &
like English and unlike Finnish or Italian

krage( 06 c ,rwvéﬁc”)collarc”))
noget( 6 s o me tnmidredgg r, anceedfl)8,r eac hed d)

A The principle of sign constancy

the principle that a sign is always written in the same way, irrespective of pronunciation
differences in different contexts:

flag ( 6 f | a flagsjangw(s6.f | ag pol ed)
but:

mand( 6 manmpnWH.menod)



Main developments

1777:
1871:
1871:
1871
1889

1889:

1918:

1948:
1986:

y =>iin difthongs - at feye -> at feie, | y eRi e

i =>jin difthongs - at feie ->at feje, | i ©Rj e

| => | before vovels- Ki br | ,isgkhieRdperne, Kj bPr | |jsgkhjeldn
abolishment of doubling of long vovels - heel -> hel, Viin -> vin

aboli shment of j after g and k and
gjeme, Kj br | jsgkhjeRdgerne, KbPr | i,@ Ik & ah

adaptation of foreign words 0o

Theater -> Teater, Quarantaine->Kar ant bne

official comma rules

(freedom of choice between grammatical comma and pause comma)

new letter: aaAA => = |, smal | | etters f
| => | before final e, linie =>linje, vanilje, but olie, familie , konkylie
adaptation of foreign words - mayonnaise =>ma j 0 n/ip&y@nnaise
more alternatives



Who decides?

Danish Language Council Minister of culture

Representatives (40 + 3)

~
Board (7) “

Pri Minister of education
lncip
al c
hanges

Task force
RETSKRIVNINGS-
ORDBOGEN

3. udgave

Institute Non prmdpa\

Editors (£
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Changingstandards: inflection

arvon RO2001
interview -et, -er el. interview, interview sb., -et, -s el. interview, bf.

bf. pl. interviewe(r) ne. pl. interviewene .

) ere i ntergoo2eB83 (8.
phb

~. 2



Changingstandards: domestication

1986/2001
gymnasium
akvarium
territorium

2012
gymnasie/gymnasium
akvarie/ akvarium
territorie / territorium



Ma | o nd¥mnayonnaise? 1986
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2009

rost

--maj on|
—=-mayonaise
—+—mayonnaise
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Development of new media

Oneto one Letters -> phone, email, msn, sms
Prosto many Books, newspapers, magazines-> webpages
Everyoneto everyone -> chat, blog, Facebook Twitter
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Oneto one Letters -> phone, email, msn, sms

Prosto many Books, newspapers, magazines-> webpages
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Development of new media

Oneto one Letters -> phone, email, msn, sms

Prosto many Books, newspapers, magazines-> webpages

Everyoneto everyone -> chat, blog, Facebook Twitter
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Development of new media

Oneto one Letters -> phone, email, msn, sms
Prosto many Books, newspapers, magazines-> webpages
Everyoneto everyone -> chat, blog, Facebook Twitter
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Development of new media

Oneto one Letters -> phone, email, msn, sms

Prosto many Books, newspapers, magazines-> webpages

Everyoneto everyone -> chat, blog, Facebook Twitter




retslas adj., -

New communication tools

Brug af internet til kommunikationsformal
efter kommunikationsformal og tid.
| alt. (Procent)

50
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10

) ]

2005 2009

I Telefonering via internettet (ol I Opkald med wehcam
PN Chat siderforum N Instant messaging
I | ===t blog Skrevet blog

B Danmanis Statistih
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New forms of communication

Figur 2.2 SMS- og MIMS-beskeder

Millioner S5 Millioner RS
& 000

5000
4.000
3.000
2.000

1.000

1.H 002 2 H 2002 1.H 2003 2. H.2003 1.H 2004 2 H. 2004 1.H 2005 2 H 2005 1.H 006 2 H 2006

Anm.: Antallet af Sh5-beskederafleeses pd den venstre akse, mens antallet af MMS-beskeder afleses pdden heje gk,
Kilde: IT- og Telestyrelsens Telestatistik for 2. hahedr 2006,
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Language in sms, chat and computer games

elskerdigim s Rde x x x <3

godmorgl

31

) J (L

:D

lol, LOL, lllloooollllll  (laughing out loud)

FASAQfalder af stolen af grin) ( falling from the chair laughing)

afk

(away from keyboard)
btr

(back to reality)

OMG

Lots of English
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Negotiating language in chat fora

Question: o Har | 0s prRBvet at mi sitveare nmepgeerts otnbti
Dajegik har f ami |l i e v aknuttetetgi Imemien Kidlag eja.t e o0g
det er kun 14 dage siden .. gider hun ringe eller skrive eller noget .. ville
Bnske jeg kunne vbre g.ofdrdetwareen af dereneste d h en
j eg var s- t bt k n ykthvoedan jeg skbl koonme wdeed..fob ar e
jegharik hendes stRtte eller familie hos mig
med og skulle undvbre dem o0og savner dem

husk ssvara.R.s eo0.

Answer 1: oL Prstawbg f or s B g (lesarn hawdgoespell éand then try
again)

Answer 2: ohtip://sproget.dk/raad  -o00-
regler/retskrivningsregler_mv/retskrivningsregler/a7 _ -40-60.6



http://sproget.dk/raad-og-regler/retskrivningsregler_mv/retskrivningsregler/a7-40-60
http://sproget.dk/raad-og-regler/retskrivningsregler_mv/retskrivningsregler/a7-40-60
http://sproget.dk/raad-og-regler/retskrivningsregler_mv/retskrivningsregler/a7-40-60
http://sproget.dk/raad-og-regler/retskrivningsregler_mv/retskrivningsregler/a7-40-60
http://sproget.dk/raad-og-regler/retskrivningsregler_mv/retskrivningsregler/a7-40-60
http://sproget.dk/raad-og-regler/retskrivningsregler_mv/retskrivningsregler/a7-40-60
http://sproget.dk/raad-og-regler/retskrivningsregler_mv/retskrivningsregler/a7-40-60
http://sproget.dk/raad-og-regler/retskrivningsregler_mv/retskrivningsregler/a7-40-60
http://sproget.dk/raad-og-regler/retskrivningsregler_mv/retskrivningsregler/a7-40-60

Most common spelling problems

Verb morphology dpresent tense

Pndr-endr er
medf Bmeed f Br er

Separation of compound words
brandmand d brand mand (fire man)

kontaktlinse dkontaktlinse ( contact lenses)
Internetadgang dinternetadgang (internet access
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New methods

Corpus resources

User input

Supplementing handcrafted excerpts with data from corpora and statistics
Using single sourcing XML for distribution

Differentiated genre analysis

Nordic cooperation & exchanging knowledge across languages
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T.4.1987= vandland sb

Pol 1:13,1=2 — — = . ‘
l‘ i anmwd relslmée Itii’w “\L -I.

retslaegef.’ad sh., -et, rets-
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: Ilyt Ol'd J*d .
1 dansk
turisme

5 Et nyt skal ligge ved Rebild

" Vandlande er a.n'.g; dil- Mayland er ikke
fe i dansk turisme. Og den begejstret for, at ny-

* seneste ide er et ferie- 0g heden om planen er sluppet
~ fritidscenter modm- ud allerede nu. Han under-

siger

nerne dg:r direkteren  handlingerne

for de danske Vandlande, sted, og der

Egme Mayland, forst blive meget positiv kontakt med
ektueret, nir tre andre i

ideer er fort ud i livet. De  Ideen med centret er, at
skal resultere i e i

lle relevan
om projektet, og & : Wi .
rede ved juletid blev truffet kan bruge seer og vandleb,
beslutning om, omrédet i hvor der desuden vil veere
Gravlev for foden af Rebild svemmebassin,
Bakker var velegnet. butikker,

Et 150 tender land stort konference-centre, diskotek
omréde ast for Gravlev skole ~ og b

nogle husmandsbrug pé ste-  sol, et shkaldt

det skal inddrages, og det vil  som vil gore det m or
veere medvir e til, at gesterne at blive solbreend-
prisen for det ny turistcen- te dret rundt. , |



September 1995 stalddgrssalg
Folder fra land-—
brug (farehold)




retslege sh., -, T
retslaeger;'id sh., -et,
leegerad, bf. pl. —e@e.
retslaerd adj., itk. d.s.
retsles adj., -t

rets-

The Way of the Words

DiCtiOnary Official
of new Spelling
words Dictionary

Word

Collection

40



Monitoring the development of Danish

The word collection

A 1.000.000 file cards with excerpts from
newspapers, magazines, books etc., in two
collections: 1955-1986 and 1986today

A 270.000 of the excerpts digitalized and recorded
In a database

A Excerpts generated by a computer program that
extracts new words from corpora semi-
automatically (the word -trawler)

AWord odonationsé from eve
form on dsn.dk



Corpusresources

Korpus.dk
Clarin
Local collection

Corpusstatistics (words) 2011
Newspapers 364.000.00
Parliamentebates 35.700.00
Blogs 1.864.487%
Consumemagazines 1.069.500
EncyclopedigWikipedig 17.490.906
Politics 246.759
Youthmagazines 570.762
Populaiscience 940.318
Student essays

Danishspeaches 843.478
Total 422.726.21
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Tracking neologisms othe word trawler

New words

A Even after 20 months of accumulative filtering the system finds 4 -5 new
words per 1000 words of running text. This amounts to 30.000 new words
in Danish found in 7 mio. words (newspaper articles) every month.

A Usinglexical signal filtering the word trawler finds 150 out of 250 actual
new words in general language, e.g. we have at least 1800 - 3000 new
words per year.

Ubegraznset kreativitet: Antal "nye ord™ per maned per 1000 labende ord

(akkurnulativ filtrering)
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972.000 Excerpts in the word collection

==
= LEX v 2.3 034 Licenseret til Dansk Sprognaevn. Copyric c) 2004-2009 EMP ApS Bruger na... /="
Filer  Rediger  Struktur  Henvisninger  Lister  Funktioner Gatil Vis  Vinduer

B0 S .;qu %Eﬂ%ﬁgﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂlﬁa

p arkour [ ordsamlingen Colument)

parkour
L 1.7.3.1.2 etyrmologi laan importsprog fra_andre_sprogsb.,

Documents

Opslag | Design| 1. QU ENGI R 03/400175803-1)|
Eodningsdato: 09.02.2007
parkaur
: parkour
e rET— Parkour
parkourdisciplin Den glimrende James Bond-film 'Casino Royal
parkourhold introducerede i 2006 faanomenet til sit hidtil starste
parkourudever publikurm. | dbningsscenen ses en bombeterrorist vaeye
parkpilot zig akrobatizsk og flydende gennem en bygogeplads’
parkpolitik T forhindringer med en mere end klodset James Bond i
parkranger halene. Terroristen spilles af Sebastian Foucan,
parkring medstifter af Parkour-disciplinen ...
parkrive - Genre: kEultur, avis
«om | 3 Kilde: Politiken (2:2) L g
- Kildedato: 03.01.2007 1 |
f f E E Koder: JMJ I
. A Excerpist JhJ “
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Monitoring usage patterns
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2001 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

——exit poll 133 352 508 188 214 352 352
—®-valgsted 0 0 0 13 272 265 406
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The Spelling dictionary

A XMLdatabase
A Conversionto web and mobile app
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